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No-Till Alfalfa in Timothy

Rick Nielson

Columbia View Farms

We have been growing alfalfa since the late 1960’s

Crop Rotation

• 4 years Alfalfa hay

• 1 year Potatoes

• 1 year Wheat

Problems with Rotation

• Wheat is a money loser most years
• Potatoes

– No one wants wheelines or corners
– Less residual fertilizer each rotation
– Nematode count rose between each rotation
– No certain digging date
– Hard to clean up the mess 
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Problems associated with 
establishing Timothy

• Wind erosion
• Water erosion
• Weed control
• Potential winter kill

Establishing Timothy with use of 
Round-up

• Round-up label allows for harvest of alfalfa 
3 days after treatment

• We sprayed fourth cutting 
• Swathed three days later
• Baled the field
• Drilled Timothy in stubble

Challenges associated with rotation 
from Timothy to Alfalfa
• Expense of plowing
• Difficulty creating a firm 

smooth seed bed
• Wind erosion
• Water erosion
• Weed control
• Poor new seeding growth
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Timothy after Round-up treatment Variable Success in Germination 
Possibly due to planting depth

Area Re-treated with Select Contrast due to soil moisture level
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Recommendations

• Seed Alfalfa as soon as Timothy is removed 
from field

• Use depth bands perhaps ¾ - 1 inch
• Use plenty of down pressure on openers to cut 

sod
• Use press wheel for good seed to soil contact
• Manage water carefully
• Spray out Timothy with Select or equivalent 

herbicide after regrowth begins

If it doesn’t work . . .
You can always go fishing


