Conservation Security Program

Hoe does Alfalfa score in CSP?

Alfalfa  Timothy with corn, wheat and
potatoes all score well

Alfalfa (4+ years) with potatoes and
row/field crops score well.

Generally when greater than 50% of a
rotation is a perennial crop this scores
well.

Remember other resource issues such as:

water quantity/quality, wildlife, wind and
water erosion are all eligibility factors too.

CSP
“Reward the best and motivate the rest”

Create powerful incentives to encourage
the highest levels of stewardship and
conservation

Provide public benefits for generations to
come

Strengthen working relationships between
producers and NRCS

CSP

» Purpose: CSP is authorized by the 2002

Farm Bill. CSP is a voluntary program that
provides financial and technical assistance
to producers who advance the
conservation, and improvement of soil,
water, air, energy, plant and animal life
and other resource concerns on working
lands.

How to prepare your Farm

Keep sound records (IWM, pest, nutrient,
yields, field operations, grazing schedules)

Contact your local NRCS Field Office

Conduct a Farm inventory and identify
areas that need addressed, get
technical/financial assistance

Apply for EQIP cost-share to address
resource concerns (SWAPA)

CSP Promotes Progressive
Agriculture




How to Prepare CSP: A Three-Tiered

« Keep records of farm activities Program

» Have accurate nutrient, pest and irrigation |. Protect soil and water quality on
water management records accessible of your operation

2 LSl 96 _ Il. Protect soil and water quality on
» Document efforts of conservation: food of your operation
S!Ots’lfleld borders, I’;CyC::Ing OC;I,’ using bio- (Plus: Agree to address one other resource coricern)
iesel, cover crops, direct seeding,
riparian protection, rotational grazing, 11l. Protect all natural _resources on
biological pest control, etc... of your operation
(Plus: Agree to additional activities)

- Applicant Eligibilit
Land Eligibility pplicar gibtity
Requirements

Range/Pasture/Cropland/Orchards Must:

and Vines —have an active interest in

51% or more of land in priority operation

watershed — control the land for life of

Privately owned or Tribal lands contract

HEL/Wetland compliant —share risks and be
entitled to share
profits/crops/livestock

— meet conservation
requirements for their
tier

Land in the CRP, WRP, GRP
Animal feeding lots and waste

management systems (addressed
through EQIP)

CSP: Four Payment w Beyond the Minimum:
Components Enhancements

¢ An annual stewardship component for
the benchmark (current level of) — For producers who go beyond the
conservation treatment. y prescribed conservation levels
o8 — National examples of enhancements
* An annual existing practice component 7/ « Improving soil or water beyond the
for maintaining existing conservation g minimum level required
. pr_actlces. * Improving a local priority resource
» One-time new practice component for < e.g. air quality or salmon habitat
additional practices. « Enhancing wildlife habitat
* Managing, conserving and/or

roducing energy on your farm or
» An enhancement component for Panch 9 gy ony

exceptional conservation effort.




Self Assessment Application
Process Payment Potential

« Potential participants, who
know their land best, complete a e Tier1 = $20 000/year
self assessment to determine if . !
their operation meets technical » Tier 2 = $35,000/year

standards for CSP. . Tier 3 = $45’000/year

» If you meet basic treatment

criteria for eligibility, workshops i =

and discussions wirh NRCS wil New Practice = $10,000/contract

help you decide at which tier

ou may apply to participate.

SO U AU [l CSP and EQIP may be coupled to address
- Applications funded until resource concerns.

allocation is exhausted

Questions




