@ ZEN-NOH HAY, INC.

2444 EAST DOCK STREET o PASCO, WASHINGTON 99301
July 25, 2005 FAX (509) 545-9027 PHONE (509) 545-8894

Chep Gauntt, President

Washington State Hay Growers Association
100 North Fruitland, Suite B

Kennewick, WA 99336

Dear Mr. Gauntt:

This letter is to comment on our response to the Washington Hay Growers regarding the
introduction of Round Up Ready alfalfa seed. We understand that Monsanto and Forage
Genetics plan to launch this product in the State of Washington in the spring of 2006.

As we have discussed this issue several times with various stakeholders in the export
alfalfa business, it is no surprise that our customers are asking us to prevent the use of
GMO alfalfa for export purposes. We do feel that it will be necessary for us to give our
customers a clear response to whether or not any GMO alfalfa has been used in the
production of cubes or 3-tie alfalfa double compressed bales. This presents us with many
challenges to overcome in a very short period of time.

We feel that we will be required to test for GMO traits in alfalfa to provide the assurance
that customers will expect to keep their confidence in Washington States’ Exporters.
While we believe that the use of this seed will eventually come to Washington, we feel -
that additional time is necessary to properly assure our customers that the situation will
be controlled. To do this we need a cost effective and reliable testing method. Our
understanding is that this test is still being developed.

In addition, the assurance that our customers will expect will require us to change our
production and inventory processes. This is a large undertaking for us to properly
identify alfalfa used in our cubing production processes. As this is a substantial volume
of our production, we could be at substantial risk if buyers decide to buy elsewhere in the
world to avoid the problem Australia, Canada, Chlle could immediately capture more
market share from us in this regard.

We would support the approach to delay the launch of RR Alfalfa in Washington State to
give Exporters adequate time to properly control and identify the use of such products
and provide assurances the customers will demand.

Sincerely,

R, ’
U S

Tim Osborn, CGA
V.P. and General Manager
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ACX PACIFIC NORTHWEST, INC.
5693 Vantage Highway, Ellensburg, WA 98926 Phone: 509-962-7801 Fax: 509-962-7870

July 19, 2005

To Whom It May Concern:

We are very concerned about the introduction of Round Up Ready alfalfa to Washington State Alfalfa growers, as
this could damage the reputation of export alfalfa to Asia.- This product is not desired by the end users of Alfalfa in
Asia, even if approval is obtained. )

The consumers will not accept this product and they will seek out and find a non GMO substitute.

There are many concerns from our customers that once this product is planted there will be no way to guarantee that
Washington State alfalfa is non GMO. The concern is that cross pollination may occur and even surrounding fields
could be affected. Even if a test is developed it would be impossible to guarantee a field’s purity if someone in your
surrounding area had planted Round Up Ready Alfalfa (GMO).

It will be extremely damaging to Washington State hay market when we lose the confidence of our Asian customers
and they go elsewhere to secure there feed needs. It could be other states but could also be another country.

We have already been asked by our customers to guarantee that all alfalfa shipped is non GMO. Currently the best
way to do this is to not allow GMO alfalfa to be planted in Washington State.

We don’t believe this technology is wanted by our customers however it is being pushed by Monsanto. Even if given
approval, the actual consumer will not buy GMO product and will seek out a substitute. Approval doesn’t equal
acceptance.

Please keep Washington State hay pure and marketable and not allow the planting of this GMO product.

Best Regards,

Chris Carrow

Vice President
ACX Pacific Northwest, Inc.




































