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Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
 
Registration Desk Opens at 7:30 a.m.  
 
8:30 a.m. Timothy Weed Control, Dr. Earl Creech, Utah State University 

 
9:00 a.m. Interactions of Insecticides, Alfalfa Pests and Beneficials, Michael 

Rethwisch, University of California 
 
9:30 a.m.  Controlling Alfalfa Weevil in the Northwest and Insecticide 

Resistance, Dr. Hayes Goosey, Montana State University Extension 
 
10:00 a.m. Trade Show Break 
 
10:30 a.m. Mites and Armyworms in Timothy, Michael Rethwisch, University of 

California 
 
11:00 a.m. Fertilizer Update, Andrew Christenson, J.R. Simplot Company 
 
12:00 p.m. Keynote Luncheon – Michael Clark, CEO, BAMWX 

Seating is limited — reserve early! Lunch is included for members. Non-members 
may purchase lunch tickets separately at the Expo, based on availability. 

 
1:30 p.m. Economics of Agriculture and Hay Crops in the PNW, Amber 

Roberts, AgWest Farm Credit 
 
2:30 p.m. Soils 101 – Understanding Soils, Dr. Steve Norberg, WSU Extension 
 
3:00 p.m.  Trade Show Break 
 
3:30 p.m. Building Soil Health: Practices and Tradeoffs, Andy McGuire, WSU 

Extension 
 

4:00 p.m. Cutting Costs in a Challenging Year, Dr. Steve Norberg, WSU 
Extension 

 
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.   Trade Show Reception 
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Thursday, January 22, 2026 
 
Registration Desk Opens at 8:00 a.m. 
 
8:30 a.m. Status of the Western Hay Market, Josh Callen, The Hoyt Report  

 
9:00 a.m. Rethinking Strategy: What the AI Disruption Teaches Us About 

Good Strategic Plan, Dr. Trey Malone, Purdue University 
 Modern macroeconomic trends are constantly changing, leaving 

agricultural businesses to respond as best they can to the resulting 
volatility. Many organizations feel the need to have a plan, but fail to 
identify the actual issues they need to address. In this talk, Trey will draw 
on the history and research of strategic planning in uncertain times to 
describe how agricultural organizations can develop more effective 
strategic plans to address their actual problems. Trey will use the rise of 
AI to demonstrate both a bad and a good strategic plan to address the 
disrupter. The AI topic will also allow Trey to bring in the research about 
how it may or may not disrupt the industry. 

 
10:00 a.m. Trade Show Break 
 
10:30 a.m. Fuel Update, Tina Hampton, Christensen Co 
 
11:00 a.m. Scot Courtright / Exporters 
 
12:00 p.m. Keynote Luncheon  

Seating is limited — reserve early! Lunch is included for members. Non-members 
may purchase lunch tickets separately at the Expo, based on availability. 

 
1:15 p.m.  Conference Adjournment 
 


